, marriage has been central to definitions of the Western family (Hajnal, 1965; Laslett, 1977) . Moreover, nuptiality patterns respond to economic and social change. In the past few years, this has been demonstrated by Braun's (1978) and Levine's (1977) studies of proletarianization and by studies linking such factors as occupation, sex ratios (Haines, 1979) and economic crises (Wrigley, 1971:158-161) to nuptiality. Changes in marriage age and proportion married also have been accepted as part of Europe's demographic transition along with changes in fertility and mortality (Tilly and Scott, 1978:91-96) .
Marriage may also be central to understanding the relatively low fertility and high mortality of the European city in history. Indeed, patterns of marriage among urban people may tell us more about urban population structure than such factors as urban family composition, which does not vary radically from place to place (Anderson, 1972:220, 222; Katz, 1975:221;  Moch, 1979:319) . Some (Knodel and Maynes, 1976; Knodel, 1977 (Sharlin, 1978 (see Ackerman, 1979:106; Corbin, 1975:177-221; Lamorisse, 1975 :140-149, 200-212) . Women concentrated in domestic service (Chatelain, 1969 Garden, 1970; LeRoy Ladurie, 1966:93-98 (Ackerman, 1979:106; Corbin, 1975:177-221) . When textile mills offered employment to children and adolescents, families moved together to textile towns (Tilly, 1979:112; Anderson, 1971a:59 (Anderson, 1976:72 Nimes, 1904 Nimes, -1908 (Moch, 1979:55-56, 59 (Dugrand, 1963:1 Haines, 1979; Tilly, 1979) . And the relative availability of white collar or at least shop work, in combination with educational and child labor laws, kept children in schools and out of the labor force (Gillis, 1974:61, 77; Kett, 1977:5, 169; Moch, 1981) . Consequently, it is reasonable to infer that the family in Nimes had good reason for making different fertility decisions in 1900 than fifty years earlier (see Easterlin, 1978 (Biraben, 1963:310; van de Walle, 1974:24) . Theoretically, the information included on the lists is identical for all communes in France because the census list forms were identical in format throughout the country (Ministere du Travail, 1908:3, 24 Reddy, 1975 Chatelain, 1969) . Live-in domestic service was incompatible with marriage from both the servant's and employer's point of view (McBride, 1976:88) . Moreover, the age of servants in Nimes suggests that most were single: over half were less than twenty-five years old and over three-quarters were under thirty-five (see Table 2 ). Migrants-the vast majority of servants-were particularly young: 58 percent were between 14 and 25 years old. The mean age of (first) marriage for women wed in Nimes in 1906 was 26.9, so women under 25 were often single. Available information on servants' marriages also suggests that they married late (McBride, 1976:87 (Moch, 1979:184, 207-208 (Moch, 1979:272 (Anderson, 1971a:52, 54 (Anderson, 1971a: 44; 1972:200, 222; Katz, 1975:221; Moch, 1979:319 Handlin, 1951; Chevalier, 1973; Park, 1328 , for examples of this view of the migrant. For another view, see Akerman, 1977. 11 For the view that movement from nearby towns was crucial, see Anderson, 1971b. villages inform historians' images and ideas about who migrants were and how they behaved. For (Moch, 1979:160-163 (Moch, 1979: 11I-114). After the age of thirty-five, the vast majority of all three groups was married. Chatelain, 1976 Chatelain, :1105 Chatelain, -1106  Lequin, 1977:267; and Gillis, 1974 (Hajnal, 1953; Knodel, 1977:356-357 ; Knodel and Maynes, 1976: 129-130). Unexpectedly low urban nuptiality has quite naturally led scholars to turn to the migrant-the young single worker, soldier and servant-for an explanation. Knodel and Brugier, 1925:138; Fermaud, 1953; Guide du Gard, 1907 Gillis, 1974:61; Katz, 1975:256, 374-378; Kett, 1977:5, 451-152, 169; Moch, 1981.) The general obligation to care for parents may have been particularly great for urban people, both because they had been supported by their parents and because they had relatively few siblings with which to share that responsibility. On (Anderson, 1971a:59 
